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Land use effect on soil erodibility parameters were studied in four villages, viz., Tsiesema, Riisoma, Chiephobozou and Botsa in
Kohima district, Nagaland, under four land uses, viz., orchard, shifting cultivation, lowland and forest in each village. The mean
textural classes of the soils were clay, clay loam and sandy clay loam. Dispersion ratio and erosion index were recorded to be
usually higher than the threshold limits. Dispersion ratio of the soils ranged from 8.16 to 30.53 whereas, erosion index varied
between 5.28 and 23.91. A significant negative correlation of clay with dispersion ratio and erosion index was observed. The
highly significant and positive correlation between erosion index and dispersion ratio indicated the susceptibility of these soils
to water erosion. Proper agronomic and mechanical soil and water conservation measures need to be adopted to protect the soils
from further degradation.
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